
My grandfather had a real soft spot for octopi. Every story my 
grandfather told us inevitably contained an octopus, even if it 
was just a walk-on character. Maybe because of him, I have 
always loved octopi, with their many legs, their pacifist ink-
blot self-defense system, and their crafty ways. This felted 
octopus was named in honor of my grandfather George, who 
always loved a new toy. I hope you have as 
much fun making it as I did!!

Knit the Body!
Using DPN's, CO 6 st. Divide evenly 
across 3 needles to knit in round. PM and 
join to knit in the round.!
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Sizes!

one size 

Gauge!

Before felting, approximately 4 
stitches to the inch. 

Materials!

2 skeins Cascade 220 Quatro 
100g/220yd, 100% wool 

size 10 needles (US) - one set 
of DPN's and one 16" circular 

size J crochet hook 

tapestry needle 

sewing needle 

stitch markers in multiple 
colors 

polyester fiberfill or other fluffy 
stuffing 

small amount of felt in 
contrasting color, and 
matching sewing thread 

sewing thread to match the 
main-color yarn 

two 3/8-inch buttons 

pinking shears 
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R1: Knit!
R2: Kfb of every st (6 st inc, 12 st total)!
R3 (and all odd rnds): Knit!
R4: *Kfb, K1. Rep from * to end. (18 st).!
R6: *Kfb, K2. Rep from * to end. (24 st).!
R8: *Kfb, K3. Rep from * to end. (30 st)!

Continue in this manner, inc 6 st on every other rnd until there 
are 78 st on your needles. You can switch from DPN's to the 
circular needle once you have enough stitches.!

K 10 rnds even.!
Dec R1: *SSK, K11. Rep from * to end - 6 st dec.!
R 2: Knit!
R3: *SSK, K10. Rep from * to end. 66 st rem.!
R4: Knit. 66 st rem.!
R5: Knit, dec a total of 2 st this rnd, spaced evenly. 64 st rem.!
R6: BO loosely.!

Knit the Legs!
Using DPN's, CO 16. PM to K in rnd.!

K in rnd until leg measures 12" long, then begin to taper.!
Dec rnd 1: K to last 3 st, SSK, K1.!
K 3 rows.!
Dec rnd 2: K to last 3 st, SSK, K1.!
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Pattern Notes 

Yarn substitutions: Be sure to 
choose a yarn that will felt well. 
Great choices are Cascade 220, 
Lamb’s Pride Worsted, Knit Picks 
Wool of the Andes, or Manos del 
Uruguay Wool Clásica. 

Construction: First you will knit 
the body, which is basically a big 
ball knit in the round, with the 
bottom left open. Once the body 
is knitted, you will knit 8 legs, and 
then using a crochet hook, sew 
them onto the body, leaving 
them open towards the inside for 
stuffing. Then you'll pick up the 
remaining cast-on stitches along 
the leg tops, again knitting in the 
round, to knit the underside of 
the octopus. You'll leave a big 
hole for stuffing but knit a flap to 
cover it, which will be sewn down 
after felting and stuffing is done. 

Finishing will consist of cutting 
two eyes out of contrasting felt 
and sewing them down, then 
sewing on buttons to complete 
the eyes. Once the octopus is 
stuffed, you'll sew down the 
stuffing portal - and that's it! 

!
If you find any of the steps in this 
pattern confusing, check out the 
step-by-step photos on my blog:  

http://bit.ly/georgePATT 



Continue dec 1 st on every 4th row until 9 st rem.!

At this point you can move all st onto one DPN to knit the rest of the 
leg as an I-cord.!

Now dec every 3rd row until 4 st rem. Cut the yarn, thread the tail 
through the 4 rem st and pull tight. Make a discreet knot and thread 
the tail into the inside of the leg to finish.!

Make 8 legs.!

Attaching the legs to the body!
You will use the crochet hook to sew the leg openings to the 
body opening. Holding right sides together, SC 8 st across 
each leg onto 8 bound-off body sts. You are leaving 8 leg sts 
free, so that the leg still opens (opening towards the inside 
of the octopus body) once it's sewn on.!

Repeat for each leg until all 8 legs are attached, spread 
evenly around the body opening. !

Knitting the under-side!
Turn the octopus over so that it's resting on its head with the 
8 legs spread out in a halo around it, with the underside 
facing up. Using the circular needle, pick up and knit the 8 
rem CO sts from each leg, all around the edge of the body. 
When you finish, you will have 64 sts on your needle, as 
shown in in the picture below. PM and join to K in the 
round.!

R1: Knit.!
R2: Dec 4 st, evenly spaced. As you do this, place 5 more markers (a 
different color from your first marker) around the body, so that there 
are 12 st between each marker. 60 st rem.!
R3: *K2tog, K to 2 st before M, SSK, slip M. Rep from * to end. 12 st 
dec.!
R4: Knit!
Repeat rows 3 and 4 until 24 st rem.!

You have finished knitting the body and will now leave a portal on the bottom for stuffing, with a 
round flap to cover it.!

Stuffing Portal!
Loosely BO 18 st. K the remaining 6 st.!

Using the backwards loop method, CO 24 st. Join these 24 to the 6 st on the body and PM to knit in 
rnd. 30 st total.  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Important Notice!

This is a free pattern and 
you are welcome to use it 
for all the non-commercial 
purposes you like. 
However, you may not 
reproduce this pattern to 
sell, and you may not sell 
what you make with it. You 
may donate what you 
make with it to charity, and 
you may use it for charity 
fundraisers only if 100% of 
the proceeds are donated 
to the charity (and by 
charity I don't mean your 
kid's college fund). Thanks 
for understanding! 

!
Pattern Support!

Need help? Check out the 
Free Pattern FAQ on my 
blog:  bit.ly/freepattFAQ 

Still stumped? Send me an 
email:  f.pea@airpost.net 

!
Let’s Be Friends

http://bit.ly/freepattFAQ
mailto:f.pea@airpost.net
http://bit.ly/freepattFAQ
mailto:f.pea@airpost.net


R1: Knit.!
R2: *K2tog, K1, SSK. Repeat from * to end. 18 st 
rem.!
R3: Knit!
R4: *K2tog, SSK. Repeat from * to end. K2tog. 6 
st rem.!

Cut an 8-inch tail of yarn and thread through 
rem st, pull tight. Knot and weave in tail end, 
trim.!

Sew up any large gaps as needed.!

Weave in all loose ends and trim.!

Felting!
Place the octopus into a pillowcase or lingerie 
bag and close the end. Felt it in your washing 
machine.!

Every machine is different - you should keep on 
felting until your octopus reaches its fully felted 
potential. I threw in a a couple of bath towels to 
add agitation, and a tiny dash of liquid soap. 
On hot water, it takes my washer 2-3 short 
cycles to fully felt a project (stopping the 
washer before each spin cycle). Yours may take 
more or less!!

Once you take the octopus out of the washer, 
remove it from the pillowcase, and don't be shy 
about pulling, pushing and tugging it into 
shape. Use the blunt end of a straight knitting 
needle to open up the insides of the legs for 
stuffing (they will have fused together 
somewhat in the wash).!

Stuff the body well with plastic bags, shaping it 
as you want it, and leave it to dry at least 
overnight. Once the octopus is completely dry, 
move on to the finishing touches.!

Eyes!
To make the eyes, use a pencil and trace a 
quarter (or other small circular object) onto the 
craft felt. Cut out the circle using your pinking 
shears to create a zig-zag edge all the way 

around. Pin eyes into place and then carefully 
sew them on, being careful to make small, neat 
stitches (unlike mine), because your stitches 
will show.!

Sew buttons into place to complete the eyes.!

Stuffing & Finishing!
Use polyester fiberfill (or your favorite stuffing 
material) to stuff the octopus, beginning with 
the legs. Use very small bits and stuff them in 
gently, shaping as you go.!

Stuff each leg gently and loosely - tightly-
stuffed legs will stick out like the octopus has 
been electrocuted, and you want them to flop 
around nicely.!

* Optional: You could add wire to each leg to 
make them poseable. Do not use pipe-cleaners 
-- they are not strong enough to hold felted legs 
in shape!!

Now stuff the head firmly, making sure that all 
the nooks and crannies are well-stuffed. Shape 
the head as you stuff. Once you think you have 
enough stuffing in there, use your fist to tightly 
cram it all into place, and then tightly stuff the 
hollow you just made with your fist.!

Once the head is firmly stuffed, sew down the 
stuffing-portal using a needle & matching 
sewing thread.!

You're all done! Hug and squeeze to your 
heart's content.!

Need pictures to help you? Check out the 
step-by-step photos on my blog: !

http://bit.ly/georgePATT 
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