
Walter’s Manly Socks
By Hannah Six

http://www.KnitSix.blogspot.com

Yarn: Koigu KPPPM, 3 skeins, color P304
Needles: US 1.5 (2.5 mm) — I used a 32” needle from Knit Picks, and the Magic Loop method
Notions: 2 stitch markers (optional), tapestry needle
Gauge: 28 stitches x 40 rows = 4 in.

Cuff
• Cast on 78 stitches using the Old Norwegian method, and arrange with 39 stitches on each

needle.
• Work 11 rows of K1, P1 rib.

Leg
• Switch to Slipped-Stitch Rib (SSR) pattern as described below, and continue in pattern until

piece measures 9” from cast on edge, ending with Row 3.

Eye-of-Partridge Heel Flap
• Important: To prepare for heel flap: Knit across 18 stitches; turn, and knit across 39

stitches; this should “center” the heel flap so that it begins and ends with “P3.” The instep
stitches should begin and end with “K3”

• Turn work (You will work the heel flap back and forth on one needle; ignore the stitches on
your other needle—these will become the instep stitches after the heel is turned)

• Work heel flap as following for 40 rows:
Row 1 & 3 (WS): K3, Purl to end
Row 2 (RS): P3; *K1, Slip 1; repeat from * to last 4 stitches; K4
Row 4 (RS): P3; *Slip 1, K1; repeat from * to last 4 stitches; Slip 1, K3
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Turn Heel
• Next Row: Slip 1 as if to purl, purl 23 stitches, P2Tog, P1, turn
• Next Row: Slip 1 as if to purl, knit 10 stitches, K2Tog TBL, K1, turn
• Row 1: Slip 1, purl to one stitch before gap, P2Tog, P1, turn
• Row 2: Slip 1, knit to one stitch before gap, K2Tog TBL, K1, turn
• Repeat these two rows until all heel stitches have been worked, ending with a RS row (If,

for some mysterious reason, you finish the heel stitches on a WS row, you can fudge here
by working a RS row without decreasing at end.)

Pick up gusset stitches
• Using needle holding heel flap stitches, pick up and knit one stitch in each garter stitch

bump (a total of 20 gusset stitches); place marker if desired; pick up and PURL the stitch
below the first instep stitch; transfer this stitch to the instep-stitch needle

• Using needle holding instep stitches, work across instep stitches in pattern (you should be
on Row 1 of SSR chart); pick up and PURL the stitch below the first stitch on the other side
of the gusset gap; place marker if desired; pick up and knit one stitch in each garter stitch
bump (a total of 20 gusset stitches)

• You should now have 41 instep stitches; from here on, always purl the first and last stitch
on the instep-stitch needle, forming a column of purl stitches that sets off the edge of the
instep pattern.

• Heel-stitch needle: Knit across heel stitches; next, knit each gusset stitch you picked up
through the back loop.

• Instep-stitch needle: Purl 1; work instep stitches in pattern; Purl 1; next, knit each gusset
stitch you picked up through the back loop.

Decrease gusset stitches
• Round 1: Heel-stitch needle—Knit to 3 stitches before instep; K2tog, K1; Instep-stitch

needle—P1, work instep stitches in pattern, P1; K1, K2Tog TBL; knit to end.
• Round 2: Knit to instep stitches; work instep stitches in pattern (including the P1 you’ve

established at either side); knit to end.
• Repeat these two rounds until 78 stitches remain (37 on the sole, 41 on the instep).
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Foot
• Continue working sole and instep stitches in pattern as established until piece measures

10” (or desired length)
• Next row:

- Knit sole stitches AND the purl stitch at edge of instep; transfer this stitch to
needle holding heel stitches

- Purl across 39 instep stitches; knit the purl stitch at end of instep stitches and
transfer this stitch to needle holding sole stitches.

Toe
• Decrease row:

- Knit to last three stitches on Needle 1, K2Tog, K1
- Knit to last three stitches on Needle 2, K2Tog TBL, K1

• Next row: Knit to end.
• Repeat these two rows until 38 stitches remain
• Work decrease row only until 11 stitches remain on each needle.
• Using tapestry needle, graft stitches remaining on Needle 1 and Needle 2 together with

Kitchener stitch.

NOTE: These socks are very lofty and springy, so blocking is not necessary. If you do wish to
block them, lay them on a towel and spray with water until damp; pat into shape and allow the
socks to dry thoroughly. Enjoy!

Slipped-Stitch Rib (SSR)
Multiple of 6 stitches

Row 1: *K3, P3; repeat from *
Row 2: *K1, Slip 1 WYIB, K1, P1, Slip 1 WYIF, P1; repeat from *
Row 3: *K3, P3; repeat from *
Repeat Rows 1 – 3 for pattern

3
2
1

(Note: SSR pattern as described in More Sensational Knitted Socks, by Charlene Schurch)

– – – V V V
– ∩ – V + V
– – – V V V

V  = Knit
 –  = Purl
∩  = Slip 1 WYIF

+  = Slip 1 WYIB


