
WASHCLOTH for AFRICA 
 
-when I was in Kenya we took “bucket showers” every 4th day. I had no washcloth 
with me, and it was so difficult to get clean in a bucket half filled with cold water 
without a washcloth. Next time I go, I’ll be ready. 
 

 
{this photo features a “reversed” version of the pattern – see notes at the end} 
 
 
Cast on 41 stitches – using a pair of 3.0mm needles  and cotton yarn of your choice. 
 
Row1: *knit 1, purl 1* repeat all the way to the end (=knit the last stitch ) 
Row 2-4 : same as row 1  (=always start by knitting the first stitch) 
 
The first 4 rows form seed-stitch border, now we start with the “body” of the 
washcloth. 
 
Row 5 
K1 P1 K1 P1... P17 K2 P14… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
ROW 6   
K1 P1 K1 P1... K33… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row 7 
K1 P1 K1 P1 …..P16 K6 P11….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row 8 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row 9 
K1 P1 K1 P1 ... P16 K7 P10 ... P1 K1 P1 K1 



 
Row 10 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row 11 
K1 P1 K1 P1… P16 K 7 P 10… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row 12 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row 13 
K1 P1 K1 P1… P15 K9 P9… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row 14 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row 15 
K1 P1 K1 P1… P15 K9 P9… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row 16 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row 17 
K1 P1 K1 P1… P14 K11 P8… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row 18 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row 19 
K1 P1 K1 P1… P14 K12 P7…P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row 20 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row21 
K1 P1 K1 P1… P15 K12 P6… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row22 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row23 
K1 P1 K1 P1… P15 K12 P6… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row 24 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row25 
K1 P1 K1 P1… P14 K13 P6… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row26 



K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row27 
K1 P1 K1 P1… P14 K13 K6… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row28 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row 29 
K1 P1 K1 P1… P13 K11 P1 K3 P5… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row30 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row31 
K1 P1 K1 P1…P13 K10 P3 K3 P4…P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row32 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row33 
K1 P1 K1 P1…P13 K9 P5 K3 P3… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row34 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row35 
K1 P1 K1 P1…P4 K5 P2 K11 P5 K3 P3… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row36 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row37 
K1 P1 K1 P1… P3 K20 P1 K1 P1 K5 P2… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row38 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row39 
L1 P1 K1 P1…P3 K28 P2… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row40 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row41 
K P1 K1 P1… P2 K27 P1 K2 P1… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row42 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 



Row43 
K1 P1 K1 P1… P1 K27 P5…P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row44 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row45 
K1 P1 K1 P1…P1 K26 P6… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row46 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row47 
K1 P1 K1 P1…P2 K23 P8… P1 K1 P1 K1 
Row48 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row49 
K1 P1 K1 P1… P2 K23 P8… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row50 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row51 
K1 P1 K1 P1…P3 K21 P9…P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row52 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row53 
K1 P1 K1 P1… P5 K18 P10… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row54 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row55 
K1 P1 K1 P1… P6  K10  P2 K3 P1 K2 P9… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row56 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row 57 
K1 P1 K1 P1… P6 K8 P19… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row58 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row59 
K1 P1 K1 P1… P7 K7 P19… P1 K1 P1 K1 
 



Row 60 
K1 P1 K1 P1….K33….P1 K1 P1 K1 
 
Row 61-64 (seed-stitch border) 
 
K1 P1 K1 P1 K1 P1….K1    
 
Bind off… 
 
Now you can add a little stitch running around the “ map of Africa” if you want to 
make it more visible. 
I used thin yellow thread. 
 
NOTES: 
 
-the CHART 1 only shows every second row – these are the rows which create the 
pattern  and when you’ll work on these – you will be facing the “wrong” side  
-the border stitches are NOT included in the chart 
-the numbers in first stitch of every row in the chart are numbers of the Rows 
 
-The RED numbers indicate the stitches, which will create the heart (placed over 
Uganda/Kenya/Ethiopia area, if you don’t want the heart on your washcloth, just 
KNIT the red stitches (instead of PURLing) 
 
-{REVERSED PATTERN} the pattern can be alternated – by changing the stitches of 
the middle section (GREEN numbers) – you can KNIT the PURL stitches and purl 
the knit stitches of the 5th, 7th, 9th, etc. row – always KNIT the stitches of 6th, 8th, 10th, 
etc. rows - just have fun with it. 
 
-I’ve separated the “border” stitches by “…” for easier orientation + if you want to 
use different border you can replace them (first 4 and last 4 in each row) by different 
stitch. 
_________________ 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
CHART 1 

 
 
 
PLEASE DO NOT SELL THIS PATTERN OR ANY ITEMS MADE WITH IT 
WITHOUT MY AGREEMENT. 
 
THIS PATTERN WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR FREE ONLY FOR A COUPLE OF 
WEEKS.  

- I’m planning to use it for a fundraiser to help an orphanage in Africa in the 
future, so I would really appreciate it if you didn’t post it online or share it 
with someone – AFTER I take down the free version.  

- It’s ok to share link to the pattern. Thank you for understanding. 
 
If you find any mistakes in the pattern let me know – I’ll correct them. 
Also, let me know if you use the pattern  - I’d love to see your creations and hear the 
stories – if you’ll use it as a travel washcloth – like me.  
 
CONTACT: jajinka123@gmail.com 


