
!
Big Bulky Bucket Hat is 
free, but it is copyright Lee 
Meredith 2008 - for 
personal use only, no 
reprinting/redistributing - 
thanks!  Visit the 
leethalknits.com faq page 
or the leethal ravelry 
group if you have 
questions or need help. !
If you like this free pattern, 
consider checking out 
other leethal patterns - 
chances are, if you have 
fun with this one, there are 
lots more that you’ll enjoy! 
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This super quick knit is a great basic hat for showing 
off an interesting bulky yarn, and the simplicity makes 
it perfect for beginners! !
This hat is worked from the top down, on double 
pointed needles.  If you prefer, you can switch to a 
circular needle once it gets big enough to fit. !
The brim is crocheted, which gives it stability and 
keeps it from curling.  If you really hate crochet, you 
can work an inch or so in seed stitch, or another non-
curling stitch pattern of your choice. !
Y o u  n e e d  
‣ approx 80-100 yards of bulky (or super bulky) 

weight yarn (depending on brand's labeling 
choices) - thick handspun works well 

‣ set of size US 11 / 8mm double pointed needles (or 
size to get gauge) 

‣ optional 16” circular if you don’t want to use double 
points for the whole hat 

‣ a crochet hook (in a size that will work with your 
yarn) !

G a u g e  
5.5 sts per 2 inches / 5 cm, in stockinette (just 

under 3 sts/inch). 

S i z i n g  
The pattern will make an adult size hat - make slight 

adjustment to size by either adjusting the gauge, or by 
working up to fewer or more stitches in the increase 
section at the beginning. 

A b b r e v i a t i o n s  
st(s) = stitch(es) 
k = knit 
kfb = knit into front then into back of stitch (increases 1)  
DPN = double pointed needle !
P a t t e r n  
Cast on 4 sts on DPNs. 
Join around, kfb into each of the 4 cast-on sts. !

How you might want to work the above part: 
‣ Cast on 4 sts onto 1 DPN. 
‣ Kfb into first st with one DPN. 
‣ Kfb into second st with another DPN. 
‣ Kfb into third st with a third DPN. 
‣ Kfb into last st with the the fourth DPN. 
‣ You now have 2 sts on each of 4 DPNs 

going around. !
Kfb first stitch of each DPN as you knit around, until 

you have 15 sts on each needle (60 sts total). 
Knit around for 9 rows, or for about 2.5 inches / 6.5 

cm, or until flattened hat measures approximately 
5.5 inches / 14 cm from top. !

Kfb first stitch of each DPN for one round. 
If you are no longer using the DPNs, [kfb, k14 

(or one st fewer than a quarter of the total 
sts)], repeat 3 more times. 

Knit all for 2 rounds. !
Repeat those 3 rounds two more times. !
Knit one more increase round (which will give you 19 

sts per needle, 76 total). !
Bind off. !
Crochet a trim to prevent curling. 
In the example, I single crocheted around twice, into 

the back loops only. !
Block as needed.  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If you want to make a hat like this in a different gauge 
(with not quite so bulky yarn, perhaps), just continue in 
the increase pattern in the first part until the hat is 
wide enough.  When you think it’s getting close, 
measure how many stitches are in one inch and do 
the simple math to figure out how many stitches you’ll 
need to make it fit your head.  (Check out my other 
free top-down hat pattern Buttonhead on 
knitty.com, for more specific instructions on how to 
make a hat in any gauge the same way.)  Then work 
the stockinette stitch body until the hat is long enough 
(about 3 inches / 7.5 cm shorter than you want your 
finished hat), work the bottom increase section for 
about 2 inches / 5 cm, and the crochet trim for 1 
inch / 2.5 cm or as wide as you want it.



L e e t h a l  K n i t s  p a t t e r n s !  
If you liked this pattern, be sure to check out other patterns by Lee Meredith, many of which are for any gauge 
and/or super versatile, or for bulky yarns like this one is. !
See them all on leethalknits.com, or queue them on ravelry!  Here are a few you might like... !!

< Haka is a very beginner-
friendly bulky weight hat with 
earflaps, a strap, and a cabled 
hat and cowl included as well !!

Ten 10 yard Cuffs are a fun 
way to learn new techniques 

and use up yarn leftovers > !!!
< Robin is a stripy shawl in 2 
or 3 colors, in any weight & 
size !!

Skoodlet is an any-gauge 
hood with a buttoning scarflet 

> !!!
< Ocean Breezes is a wavy 
textural hat in either a cloche 
or slouchy beret style, in 1 or 
2 colors !!

Flippable is a cowl in a very 
beginner-friendly reversible 

stitch pattern that looks much 
harder than it really is > !!

< Shapeshifter is a simple 
pattern for any weight yarn 
which can be worn tons of 
different ways !!
Twisted Ankles is a bulky pair 

of legwarmers with button 
closures and cables >
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