THE PURL BEE
by Purl Soho

Halloween Witch Doll
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It's a lot of fun to knit this witch because she
really starts to come to life as you make her. The
slant of her eyes, the twist of her hands, the style
of her hair, all contribute to a unique personality
that you create!

This pattern can also serve as a basic human doll
pattern. Change the outfit, the colors, the yarns,
and the world is your oyster! Make an old
gentleman, or a bathing beauty, or an astronaut,
or a clown or whatever captures your
imagination.

But if it's Halloween that you're into, now is the
time for a little knitting witchcraft!
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e 1 skein of Alchemy's Temple, 100%
superfine merino - this color is Limeade
#16e. (Color A)

e 1 skein of Blue Sky Alpaca's Silk Alpaca,
50% superfine alpaca, 50% silk - this is
Night #150. (Color B)

e 1 skein of Louet's Kidlin Pixie, 49% linen,
35% kid mohair, 16% nylon - this is Black
#1222. (Color C)

e 1 skein of Joseph Galler's Flore, 75%
mohair, 20% wool, 5% nylon - color
#002. (Color D)

*  Scraps of sportweight yarn in white, red
and orange (or any contrast color you
like).

| used:

Blue Sky Alpaca's Skinny Cotton in Organic Birch
#30 (white)

Alchemy's Temple in Poppy (red), and

Alchemy's Temple in Gold and Grace.

e 1 set of US #4 double pointed needles.

All Purl Bee and Purl Soho patterns are copyrighted and intended for personal home use only. Items made
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e Stuffing - | used Fairfield's Bamboo Fiber
Fill.
e A crochet hook, size E.

Gauge

6.5 stitches = 1 inch in stockinette stitch
(Although gauge is not crucial for this project, do
use yarns that are close to each other in gauge.)

Finished Size

14 inches, from top of hat to foot

Pattern

The Legs

With Color B, cast 8 stitches onto the double
pointed needles. (If you need help using double
pointed needles, check out our Tutorial.)

Join for working in the round, being careful to
not twist the stitches.

Knit 1 round.

Next Round: Knit into the front and back (kfb),
k2, kfb, kfb, k2, kfb. (12 stitches)

Knit until the piece measures 2 3/4 inches from
the cast on. Cut the yarn.

With Color A, continue to knit for another 2 3/4
inches. Cut the yarn, leaving an 8 inch tail.

Turn the leg inside out enough to weave in the
ends at the color switch - don't weave in the cast
on or cast off tails.

Turn the leg right side out again, and put the
stitches on a couple of stitch holders.

Set the first leg aside.

Make another leg in the same way, except leave
the finished leg on the double pointed needles
and don't cut the yarn at the end

Now stuff the legs. | used the blunt end of a
knitting needle to help me get the stuffing all the
way into the toes.

Join the Legs

Still working on the second leg, use a cable cast
on to cast on 6 stitches.
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Place a marker, which now indicates the
beginning of the round. Also, you may find it
most comfortable to arrange the 36 stitches
evenly on the double pointed needles (12
stitches per needle).
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With the same needle that you just added 6
stitches to, knit a couple of stitches from the first
leg (start with the stitch to the left of the tail.)
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The Body

Knit the 36 stitches until the body measures 3
inches from the cable cast on.

With a new needle, knit to the end of the first
leg.

Again, use the cable cast on to cast on 6 stitches.
(36 stitches total)

Knit the next 6 stitches of the second leg. (The
legs are now totally joined!)
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o 1 Now use the tail from the leg cast off to sew the
¥ g two sides of the crotch together.

To do this, sew under a knit stitch right under

Next Round: K1, put the last 2 stitches on a
the cable cast on on one side of the crotch...

scrap of yarn (remove the stitch marker)...

...and then sew under the knit stitch directly
across from that one. Sew up the whole crotch

Continuing the round: K19, put the last 2 -
opening.

stitches on a scrap of yarn, k15.
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Now is a good time to sew the ends of the feet

closed. Sew around the opening...

Cinch the yarn tight, and weave in the ends.

Now you can stuff the body. She's starting to get

some personality!

Put the body stitches on a couple of stitch

holders.
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Set the body aside.

The Arms

Note: Because | don't like creating extra ends to
weave in, | knit the arms with the yarn coming
from the other end of the ball that is attached to
the body. If this is too confusing or awkward for
you, just cut the yarn from the body.
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With Color A, cast on 10 stitches to the double
pointed needles.
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Join for working in the round, being careful to
not twist the stitches.
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Knit 6 rounds.

Next Round: K1, k2 tog, k3, k2tog, k2. (8
stitches) Sew the cast on edges of the arms (ie the hands)

closed the same way you did the crotch.

Knit until piece measures 2 1/2 inches from the

cast on edge. Stuff the arms.
Next Round: Kfb, ké, kfb. (10 stitches) The ShOUIderS
Knit until piece measures 4 inches from the cast

Joining Round: With the yarn that is still
attached to the body (unless you cut it to knit
the arms, in which case join new yarn), knit 8
stitches from an arm (starting with the stitch to
the left of the 2 stitches on the scrap yarn)...

on edge.

Next Round: K1, put the last 2 stitches on a
scrap of yarn, knit to the end of the round. Cut
the yarn.

Put this arm on a couple of stitch holders. and
make another one exactly the same way.

When you've finished the second arm, transfer
the double pointed needles back to the body
stitches and use the holders from the body to
hold the arm stitches.
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...place a marker, knit 16 next stitches of the
body, place a marker, knit 8 stitches of the other
arm, place a marker, knit the next 16 stithes of
the body, place a different color marker to
indicate the beginning of the round. (48 st)

Distribute the stitches evenly on the three
needles.

Round 1: K to 2 stitches before end of round,
k2tog. (1 stitch decreased)

Round 2: [ssk, k to 2 stitches before the marker,
k2tog], repeat 2 more times, ssk, k to end. (7
stitches decreased)

Repeat the last 2 rows until 24 stitches remain.

Now is a good time to sew up the underarms so
that you can begin to stuff the top of the body.

First, put the stitches that have been on hold on
the scrap yarn onto two stitch holders, 2 stitches
on each holder. (Or you can use 2 double
pointed needles if you have extras...)

All Purl Bee and Purl Soho patterns are copyrighted and intended for personal home use only. Items made
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Graft the stitches together using the Kitchener
Stitch, and weave in the ends when you're done.
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Stuff the shoulders and chest up to this point.

Next round: K2, ssk, k to 2 stitches before the
marker, k2tog, k2, ssk, k to 2 stitches before the
marker, k2tog. (4 st decreased)

Repeat the last round until 12 stitches remain.
(You can remove all but the end of the round
marker on the last round.)

Stuff the top of the body.
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The Head

Round 1: *K2, kfb, repeat from * to end of round.
(16 stitches)

Round 2: *K3, kfb, repeat from * to end of round.
(20 stitches)

Round 3: *K4, kfb, repeat from * to end of round.
(24 stitches)

Round 4: *K5, kfb, repeat from * to end of round.
(28 stitches)

Knit 2 rounds.

Next Round: Kfb, k13, kfb, knit to end of round.
(30 stitches)

Knit 2 rounds.

Next Round: K1, kfb, k14, kfb, knit to end of
round. (32 stitches)
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Knit 5 rounds.

Next Round: *Ké6, k2tog, repeat from * to end of
round. (28 stitches)

Next Round: *K5, k2tog, repeat from * to end of
round. (24 stitches)

Next Round: *K4, k2tog, repeat from * to end of
round. (20 stitches)

Next Round: *K3, k2tog, repeat from * to end of
round. (16 stitches)

You should start stuffing the head around now,
and continue to stuff it as the top opening
narrows.

Next Round: *K2, k2tog, repeat from * to end of
round. (12 stitches)

Next Round: *K1, k2tog, repeat from * to end of
round. (8 stitches)

Cut a tail about 8 inches long and sew it through
the remaining stitches.
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The Nose

Sew the tail from the top of the head down to
where you want the top of the nose.

Sew under two stitches (catching a little stuffing
under the needle to give the nose some
structure).
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Cut lots of 10 inch strands of Color D.

Then, folding a strand in half, use the crochet

hook to bring the yarn through a stitch on the

head.
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Sew back the other way (under 2 stitches).

Continue to sew back and forth until the nose is

as long as you want it to be.
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Repeat these steps wherever you want there to

be hair, except don't put hair around the top of

the head (so the hat will fit!).

like | did, do both!

Style the hair however you want. You can cut it,

make pig tails, or,

Pull the ends of the strand through the resulting
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so it looks like this:
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Use Color B to define the eyes.

Here's what the back looks like:

Eyes

With a scrap of white yarn, use the duplicate

stitch to make two eyes.
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The Mouth

Use a scrap of red (or pink or whatever) yarn to
make a simple mouth.
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The Hat

With Color B, cast 42 stitches onto the double
pointed needles.
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Join for working in the round, being careful to
not twist the stitches.

Round 1: Knit.
Round 2: Purl.
Repeat Rounds 1 and 2.

Next Round: K5, k2tog, repeat from * to end of
round. (36 stitches)

Repeat Round 2.
Repeat Rounds 1 and 2.

Next Round: *K1, k2tog, repeat from * to end of
round. (24 stitches)

Knit 5 rounds.

Knit 2 rounds with a scrap of a contrast color (|
used orange).

Switching back to Color B, knit 2 rounds.

Next Round: *K4, k2tog, repeat from * to end of
round. (20 stitches)

Knit 4 rounds.

Next Round: *K3, k2tog, repeat from * to end of
round. (16 stitches)

Knit 3 rounds.

Next Round: *K2, k2tog, repeat from * to end of
round. (12 stitches)

Knit 3 rounds.

Next Round: *K1, k2tog, repeat from * to end of
round. (8 stitches)

Knit 3 rounds.

Next Round: *K2tog, repeat from * to end of
round. (4 stitches).
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Cut the yarn and thread it through the remaining
stitches.

Weave in the ends, and stuff the top three
quarters of the hat (leave the bottom unstuffed
so the hat can sit comfortably on the head.)

X

Now sew the hat on the head, using a piece of
Color B yarn.

Sew under a knit stitch from the head, then
under a purl bump from the hat.

...around the back of the head...
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The Dress

The Skirt
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With Color C, cast 62 stitches onto the double
pointed needles.

Place a marker, and join for working in the round,
being careful to not twist the stitches.

Knit 1 round.
Purl 1 round.
Repeat the last 2 rounds 1 time.

Knit until the piece measures 1 inch from the
cast on edge.

Next Round: K31, place a different color marker,
knit to the last 2 stitches, k2tog. (61 stitches)

*Decrease Round: K1, ssk, knit to 2 stitches
before the marker, k2tog, k1, ssk, knit to the end
of the round. (3 stitches decreased)

Knit for 1 inch, ending the last round with k2tog.
(1 stitch decreased)

Repeat from * 3 more times.

Repeat Decrease Round 1 time. (42 stitches and
5 inches from the cast on edge)

Knit 1 round.
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Next Round: K2, put last 4 stitches on scrap yarn
(removing marker), knit to 2 stitches past the
next marker, put last 4 stitches on scrap yarn
(removing marker), knit to end of round. (34
stitches)

(Note: In this picture | have the underarm
stitches on holders instead of scrap yarn, but |
found the holders too cumbersome for so small a
project, and eventually switched to scrap yarn.)
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Put the skirt stitches on holders and set aside.

The Sleeves

Cast 22 stitches onto the double pointed
needles.

Join for working in the round, being careful to
not twist the stitches.

Knit 1 round.
Purl 1 round.

Knit until the piece measures 1 inch from the
cast on edge, ending the last round with k2tog.
(21 stitches)

Next Round: K1, ssk, knit to end of round. (20
stitches)

*Knit 4 rounds, ending the last round with k2tog.
(1 stitch decreased)

Next Round: K1, ssk, knit to end of round. (1
stitch decreased)

Repeat from * one time. (16 stitches)
Knit 4 rounds.

Next Round: K2, place last 4 stitches on scrap
yarn, knit to end of round. (12 stitches)

(Again, | originally used a stitch holder, but later
decided that scrap yarn was easier.)
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Transfer the sleeve stitches to stitch holders and

put the double pointed needles back on the skirt.

Knit one sleeve onto the skirt, starting with the
first stitch to the left of the underarm stitches on
the scrap yarn.

Knit to the next on-hold stitches.

Put the dress stitches back on stitch holders so
you can use the double pointed needles to make
another sleeve.

When you're done with the second sleeve,
switch the holders and double pointed needles
again so the needles are on the dress and the
holders on the sleeve.

Knit the second sleeve onto the dress. Again,
start with the first stitch to the left of the
sleeve's underarm stitches.

Then knit 17 stitches (to the beginning of the
first sleeve). (58 stitches)

The Yoke

Round 1: K12, place a marker, k17, place a
marker, k12, place a marker, k14, k2tog, k1,
place a different color marker (indicates
beginning of round). (57 stitches)

Round 2: K1, ssk, *knit to 3 stitches before next
marker, k2tog, k2, ssk, repeat from * 2 more
times, knit to end of round. (7 stitches
decreased)
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Round 3: Knit to last 3 stitches, k2tog, k1. (1 "
stitch decreased) Y

Repeat Rounds 2 and 3 two more times. (33
stitches)

Repeat Round 2. (26 stitches)

3 s

The Belt

First put the dress on the doll. Then, cut three
strand of scrap yarn (I used white) about a foot
long.

Tie the strands in a knot around the waist of the
doll.

Braid each end of the belt, and tie off the end of
each braid with another scrap of yarn.

Knit 8 rounds (removing all but the end-of-round
marker).

Bind off very loosely.

Use the Kitchener Stitch to graft the underarm
stitches.

Weave in all the dress's ends.

Your witch doll is done!
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